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Twenty years
ago, courts issued
landmark code
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F everythmg you know
“—or think you know —
| <Ak about the Iegal profession
_comes from sénsational news

|- tories, TV dramas, YouTube

videos or lawyer jokes, you
might think-that attorneys
are 24/7 connivers who fixate
on one'thing: using.any devi--
ous means necessary to win.
Here'in Texas, however,

the reality is very different.
The vast majority of Texas
lawyers:are commltted pro-

. fessionals who pursue their

vocation:with candor, civil-

- ity, courtesy and compassmn;
- In-fact; most attorneys and..:
;]udges have evenless pa— N

ok H

tience for deception or obsti-
nacy in their own ranks than

does the general public.

But you don’t have to take
our word for it. Twenty years
ago this month, the highest

-¢ourts in-Texas issued aland-

mark document known as the
Texas Lawyer’s Creed. The
creed, covering every lawyer
in the state, is an aspirational
code of conduct that aims to
curb the

sort of-

practices’
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unsavory behavior regularly -
offered as examples of what
ails the legal profession: -
Never heard of the Texas’
Lawyer’s Creed? That’s not
surprising; a definitiv
ment.of how lawyers honor.
their professional obligations’
does not make forar
ing news story: None
less, the creed’s mandate, -
for professionalismis far - ..
more representative of how. |
- Please see CREED, Page B1l
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real Texas lawyers act than -
anything you: ma‘ have seen’:
elsewhere. ' <o

gins in the 1980s with the
Dallas and Houston bar as:’
soc1at10ns, when many-at- .
“torneys and ]udges became”
concerned about the overly_

_aggressive actions of afew:" -
‘Rambo-like.mermbers’ of‘the
profession. One Texas court
warned that “unnecessary
confention and sharp prac- :
“tices.between lawyers” were
“so.pernicious” that they: -
threatened ‘the administra- -
tion of justice. Strong words
- followed soon by strong
‘action.” =

An November 1989; the »
Supreme Court of! sand:

_the Texas Coutt:of Criminal. -
Appeals stepped in before the,

:bec

‘ning. the Cold ¥
thecreed’ adv

the: vvall ad ; nced demo ot acy;:f
abroad : (

It exhorts every Texas
yer to adhere to.a.serie;
professional mandates _hen :
-dealing with' clients,’j
and one another’’ Predlcated _
upoti the maxim that: attor-"-
neys-and theit clients
“disagree-without being dis-.
agreeable,” the. creed e sures

_fiot waglng ver :
Among other hmgs
. attorneys:-t‘r K

7 democratlc 1deals &

'key feason w v

Cénter for Legal Ethics..

w1 Achieve the.client’s
objectivesias quickly: and eco-
nomically as-possible; s

m treat- opposing parties: -
and witnesses with fair ess'
and due consideration;

2] av01d pursuing: tactlcs
that are intended; prlmarlly -
for delay, -

@ be courteous, c1v11 and :
prompt inoral and wr1tten S
communications;:. i 7"._;

w avoid dlsparagmg pers
sonal remarks or.acrimony
toward parties, w1tnesses andi
other lawyers; : L '

. ®conduct themselves ifnig
professional manner in: court;
® tréat counsel, oppos::-

ing parties, judgesand court’
staff with courtesy and c1v11
ity;

@ avoid conduct that ofi
fends-the dignity and deco-:
rum of the proceedings; :.

“mavoid misrepresenting, -
mischaracterizing, or mis-
quoting facts or.authofities,
to gain'an advantage.’ =

“Inthe last 20 years; Texas :
judges have cited the creed .

" on several occasions-in ad~

dressing the issue of attor-

ney. 1ncxv111ty Moreover,all -

lawyers are urgedto advrse

their clients of the creed’s

contents, part1cularly the
-th

' So'the next time yousee a
fictional lawyer on telev151on
playing fast and loose with
the rules or thumbing theu
nose at common decency, re-"
member: It's. 1ust a’TV-show.
In Texas, at least, the reality
is much different, and the.
Texas Lawyer S Creed isone"
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